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The 5th Wings Family Day at the Springer Women’s Correctional Facility was held on Nov. 10, in Springer, 
NM. There were 67 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day, including 13 inmates who were in 
the choir and 7 liturgical dance team members, and there were 8 volunteers who were able to attend the 
Family Day, and they came from 8 different congregations and were from Albuquerque and Moriarty. 
There were 230 family members approved to attend.  
 
When we arrived at Springer the volunteers and supplies were cleared and then the cars were driven 
around to the gym to be unloaded.  The volunteers and two correctional staff members did a great job of 
helping set up for the Family Day, including making ham sub sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches for 310 
people. Platters of homemade cookies were filled, and family members who arrived early were asked to 
help with the preparations too.  
 
Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone played with balloons and tarps 
too, including seeing who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all the children who were there 
participated in the “Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the fastest.  Everyone had a good 
time before the Family Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Bob Clevenger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band/chorus led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The liturgical dancers also danced and signed to a powerful song and we all were 
spell-bound by the beauty of the music and motions.  It was very meaningful and we all enjoyed the music 
and dancing so much.  
 
Next Chaplain Bob became the Sower.  He went out to “sow” some “seeds”.   Some “seeds” were pecked 
upon by the birds and they withered and died; others fell on the rock and died; others fell among the 
thorns and were chocked and died; others were stomped and trampled upon and died; but when the 
“seeds” were sown on the Good Soil, they grew one-hundred-fold. It was a powerful interaction of a Bible 
story.  Chaplain Bob and Ann talked about how many of us are sown on different soils, rocks, peck upon, 
thorns, etc. but when we find the good soil, and sometimes that can even be found in prison, we can grow 
one-hundred-fold and become the person God intended them to be. 
 
Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Chaplain 
Bob talked about the many faith-based programs that are available to the ladies. It was a meaningful 
and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the homemade 
sandwiches, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at 
each circle.   
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Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of recycled “junk” was used to decorate 
one person whose birthday was closest to Thanksgiving from each dinner group as a “Human Turkey”. 
Feathers were everywhere, and although each group was given the same amount of “junk”, each turkey 

looked different and was so special Great fun was had by all. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the gym.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from, 1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, 
and Testify World were also distributed to everyone.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies and the few remaining 
ones that were left, the prison staff allowed the family members to take them home with them. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to see my daughter. 

2. Visit daughter. 

3. I missed my sister so much. 

4. To see my sister-in-law. 

5. To visit my sister.  She’s my favorite. 😊 

6. My daughter is here. 

7. I love my daughter. 

8. To visit my mom. 

9. To see my sister. 

10. I wanted to see my momma. 

11. I wanted to visit my sister. 

12. I wanted to see families connect and because I wanted to see the singers and the signers.  They both were 

awesome. 

13. My daughter is here and we all enjoy spending time praising the Lord. 

14. To visit. 

15. Came to spend quality time with loved one. 

16. I’m visiting my granddaughter. 

17. I wanted to support my sister.  And learn the ways of the Wings family. 

18. To visit with my family. 

19. I volunteer to enable a Family Day. 

20. I wanted to visit my daughter. 

21. A good friend invited me. 

22. Work. 

23. To bring an inmate her daughter and son. 

24. I wanted to spend time with my mom. 

25. I had no choice, I work here. 

26. To see my mom. 

27. I wanted to see my friends and family. 

28. I wanted to see family member and see what Wings was all about. 
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29. To spend time with my family and God. 

30. Time with my family. 

31. To see my mother. 

32. My mother. 

33. Bring my nieces to visit their mom. 

34. To enjoy time with family. 

35. My daughter is here. 

36. I came today to see my mom. 

37. My mom is here. 

38. I was invited by my daughter.  We brought her daughter and her son. 

39. I wanted to see my mom. 

40. We brought our daughter through adoption to visit her bio-mom. 

41. I wanted to spend time with my dad, mom, son and daughter. 
 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. The singing and dancing. 

2. Singing. 

3. Watching and participating with the games. 

4. Making memories. 

5. Activities. 

6. My daughter. 

7. The food and seeing my mom. 

8. Spending time with my sister. 

9. Seeing my kid. 

10. Seeing sister and my momma. 

11. The play and choir. 

12. Singers and the signers.  Eating together. 

13. All of it. 

14. Seeing loved ones. 

15. Was having interaction with loved one. 

16. Praise and worship and coming together as one. 

17. The activities for the kids. 

18. The cooperation of all of the participants. 

19. Getting to spend time with my daughter. 

20. Spending time together. 

21. Family interaction. 

22. When we played games. 

23. Food. 

24. Family. 

25. Being able to hug on our inmate. 

26. Making arts and crafts. 

27. When it was over! (prison official) 

28. The dancing. 

29. The conversation at dinner. 

30. Seeing happy families. 

31. Was arts and crafts. 
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32. The activities with my kids. 

33. Spending time with my mom. 

34. Family bonding. 

35. Playing games. 

36. Spending time with my kids. 

37. Getting to meet other people. 

38. Laughing with my mommy. 

39. Seeing and hearing the choir.  Seeing my mom and other families. 

40. Friendships that were developed with very nice and friendly people.  Both inmates and their 

families. 

41. Seeing my mom. 

42. Seeing our daughter interact with her bio-mom. 

43. Song and dance and eating a meal with family. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It really is an awesome thing. 

2. Family is important to recovery. 

3. It’s helpful and great!!  You get to meet others and talk to them. 

4. So we can come see my sister-in-law. 

5. It means a lot to the families. 

6. Because of the family time and bonding. 

7. Of our daughters. 

8. I think it helps the prisoners realize they need to change their lives around. 

9. It should continue so people can spend and interact with loved ones.  

10. It gives families a chance to be together. 

11. It lets families spend time together. 

12. To strengthen family and to spread the Word of the Lord. 

13. Wings meeting.  This way changes lives. 

14. Because we all come together as a family, meeting new people. 

15. We get to engage with family (time). 

16. It gives us more quality time with loved one. 

17. It allows us to get close to God as a family. 

18. Morale of inmates/residents and the families is important. 

19. The families and inmates really get to interact. 

20. Brings family together. 

21. For families. 

22. To bring togetherness. 

23. Good for the kids. 

24. It is good for moral. 

25. The families get to spend time with their loved ones. 

26. It is fun. 

27. It makes for good morale. 

28. Morale booster. 

29. We appreciate this small escape from prison. 

30. Enjoy time with mom. 

31. Huge community benefits. 
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32. It helps bring families together. 

33. It is helpful for reintegration, for reconnecting with family. 

34. It is a positive way to reunify families. 

35. Brings families together and fellowship. 

36. It keeps families together. 

37. It’s an experience that has helped me see that there are other families that have problems. 

38. I believe it is both helpful for the inmates and their families. 

39. It’s cool to do stuff with my mom. 

40. I love spending time with my mom. 

41. It’s important to have a less-sterile interaction opportunity. 

42. It’s great for rehabilitation for inmates and family. 

43. It is important for the inmates and their families to spend quality time together, making new, positive 

mememories. 

 

I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guidepost Magazines, gifts and want to 

tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. God bless.  Thank you for all that ya’ll do. 

2. God bless.   

3. We appreciate everyone taking time to put this together for everyone. 

4. We appreciate everyone taking the time for doing this. 

5. I really appreciate all of it.  It was nice seeing everyone laugh and smile. 

6. We really do appreciate it. 

7. Jesus Christ is the only true God. Amen. 

8. I had lots of fun. 

9. Your service was great. 

10. Good stories.  Touches the heart. 

11. God bless you all.  Thank you. 

12. You are very appreciated. 

13. Having my own copy of such a variety is special. 

14. Great job. 

15. Keep up the good work. 

16. We appreciate you. 

17. For the songs and Christian worship. 

18. Have a safe trip home. 

19. God bless them. 

20. God bless you all. 

21. Thank you. 

22. Everything. 

23. Yes, thank you. 

24. Thanks. 

25. We appreciate your program. 

26. May God bless you. 

27. Thanks to all sponsors. 

28. I appreciate what you did. 

29. Just thanks. 

30. Keep it up! 

 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
37, 45, 60, 70, 90, 100, 120, 140, 150, 160, 185, 197, 200, 239, 240, 244, 250, 300, 517, from Las Cruces, NM.  

 



Springer Correctional Facility 

11-10-18 

Asset Survey Comments.   
  

 

What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can apply in your 

daily life? 

1. Positive family communication. 

2. Family support. 

3. Family values are important. 

4. Fellowship. 

5. Understanding your external self and internal assets in order to grow physically and 

mentally. 

6. You have to believe in yourself and family. 

7. Taking care of business. 

8. The items (assets) need regularity. 

9. Neighborhood boundaries. 

10. To live right. 

11. We already have a fierce love of God.  I learned that it’s so much better to do things 

together that are better than alone. 

12. To love God and support each other. 

13. Commitment to learning. 

14. Positive values. 

15. They can strengthen family values and reduce the risk of children of inmates being 

incarcerated too. 

16. Helps to cut at-risk behavior. 

17. That we don’t spend enough time caring, and loving family time. 

 

What assets do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Family support. 

2. Caring. 

3. Our family bonds are stronger. 

4. Family bonds. 

5. Fellowship with other families. 

6. Bonds. 

7. Family togetherness. 

8. Family and God. 

9. Sense of purpose. 

10. Personal power. 

11. Positive peer influences. 

12. Family. 

13. Learning bible verses with my family. 

14. Family bonding/family support.  Caring neighborhood, adult role models, caring. 

15. Being here to support daughter. 



16. The support assets and empowerment were both used today.  Both from external 

assets. 

17. Family boundaries. 

18. Positive identity. 

19. Social competencies. 

20. Holy Spirit. 

21. Happiness. 

22. Positive peer influence, family support. 

23. Integrity and responsibility. 

24. Communication, sharing and working with each other. 

25. Laughter and love. 

 

Which assets do you think are strongest in your life?  Family? 

1. Family support. 

2. Resistance skills. 

3. Love, respect, caring, sharing. 
4. Respect, sharing, caring. 

5. Love, respect, caring, sharing, appreciation. 

6. Love. 

7. Love and family support. 

8. God and love. 

9. Family boundaries. 

10. Positive family communication. 

11. The love and togetherness we have. 

12. Family support, caring, integrity, peaceful conflict resolution, interpersonal competence. 

13. Positive family communication. 

14. Support, empowerment, positive values and positive identity. 

15. Positive family communication. 

16. Social. 

17. Support. 

18. Holy Spirit. 

19. Strength, love, and happiness. 

20. Caring and parent involvement in schooling, school engagement, honesty. 

21. Caring, honesty. 

22. More sharing. 

23. Communication, love, time. 

 

Which assets can you strengthen in yourself?  Your family? 

1. Commitment to learning. 

2. Fellowship, communication. 

3. Fellowship. 

4. Resistance skills. 

5. God. 

6. Strength and love. 

7. Positive family communication. 

8. School stuff. 



9. All. 

10. Bonding with each other. 

11. Constructive use of time. 

12. Youth programs. 

13. Empowerment. 

14. Positive identity. 

15. Our relationship with Christ. 

16. Adult role models, peaceful conflict resolution, self-esteem, positive view of personal 

future. 

17. Planning and decision making. 

 

 


